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The degree of coordination between EPA and DOT, as well as other
federal agencies charged with aspects of hazardous materials control, was
recently evaluated by an interagency task force. The task force reported
wide variations in criteria used to regulate hazardous materials and poor
links between agencies for coordinating technical, research, and data
activities (National Response Team 1992). The study committee believes
that coordination between DOT and EPA is essential to providing the
information needed to properly address environmental concerns, and that
as a critical step in doing so DOT needs to clearly define its scope of
responsibility in this area.

Need for Head Protection

Until the safety performance of tank car designs is assessed in a more
quantifiable manner and the full range of risks associated with tank car
shipments is better understood, it is not possible to determine the exact
portion of the tank car fleet that should be equipped with head protection.
The committee believes that head protection and other proven safety
features are essential for tank cars carrying those materials with the
greatest potential to harm humans and the environment if released. Nev-
ertheless, the vast expansion of head protection requirements to cover all
tank cars in hazardous materials service is not warranted by the informa-
tion presently available. The small share of tank car releases caused by
damage to tank car heads and the wide variation in the type of hazards
posed by tank car shipments indicate that universal head protection re-
quirements would be excessive. Better data and more thorough analyses of
the overall protection provided by existing tank car design types and the
risk characteristics of materials shipped by tank car, as recommended
above, will provide the basis for ensuring that those materials posing the
greatest danger are shipped in the safest tank cars, including those with
head protection as necessary.

Measures To Ensure Effective TCC Safety Role and
DOT Oversight

The many functions of the TCC constitute an important national service
essential to improving tank car safety and unlikely to be provided through
other means. Nevertheless, after attending TCC meetings, reviewing
NTSB and DOT evaluations of TCC procedures, and discussing issues
with industry and government representatives, the study committee con-
cluded that certain aspects of TCC procedures and DOT oversight warrant
adjustment.